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August 31, 2005
Rudy “Git-R-Done” Mahara, Presiding

Invocation, Pledge & Songs

Lee Bays offered the invocation, calling to mind the many victims of Hurricane Katrina.  After leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance, Rick Regedanz asked us all to sing “God Bless America” and “Smile.”
Visiting Rotarians & Guests

We had three visiting Rotarians:  David Wilson (former District Governor) from Kendallville, Dick Conklin (Downtown) and Tom Hufford (Downtown).  Our guests included Dick Hollingsworth, Kraig Cabe, Carol Keplar, Gary Black, Mark McKibben, Phil Wenino and Jeff Myers.
Announcements

1.

Dick Conklin announced that there will be an informational meeting for parents and prospective exchange students on September 12th, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Indiana Stamp Company, 1319 Production Road.  All interested students and parents are invited to attend and learn more about Rotary’s one year exchange program.
2.
Dick Walls will host the next AWRC Board meeting at his home on Thursday, September 15th. 

3.
Bob McMahon announced that his son in Biloxi, Mississippi was not harmed by Katrina.  On a related note, President Rudy reports that his son, Rudy, has been sent to Mississippi with the rest of his unit for 30 to 60 days to assist with the hurricane relief efforts.
4.
Bob Moore advised that he has approximately six dozen binders previously used for the club’s directories.  Because of our switch to a smaller sized directory, Bob has no use for the binders.  If nobody expresses an interest in them, Bob will take them to a local charitable organization.
5.
President Rudy gave last year’s AWRC President, Lynette Johnson, her “Past President” badge, thanking Lynette for her distinguished service to the club.
6.

The Saga of the Dish - It is said that all good stories must come to an end, and the story of our missing chafing dish is no exception.  The manner in which the story ended, however, is destined to become the stuff of AWRC legend.  Distraught by the unexplained disappearance of our beloved treasure, Jeff Walls took matters into his own hands.  With the able assistance of a Guesthouse employee, Jeff located the dish and brought it with him to the meeting.  But Jeff did not return the dish without a few words of, shall we say, constructive criticism for the “Git-R-Done” administration that failed to secure the dish in the first place.  I have heard that the barrage of comical chastisement from the fabled “Defender of the Dish” continued for a full five minutes, while President Rudy pounded the Rotary bell in a desperate attempt to quiet the storm.  Even Past President Dave Ridderheim, who felt Jeff’s “wrath” when the dish was lost at the ACD Museum two years ago, is said to have sat in amazement at the display.  It wasn’t a coup, but I’m told that it was close.  Many thanks to Jeff, for both his efforts to find the dish and his good-natured ribbing of our President.
Humor & The Sergeant

Tom Frost started the humor session by selling a golf instruction book to the highest bidder, Doug McKibben.  We’ll auction off Doug as a playing partner before next year’s golf outing.  Bob Stetzel and Fred Haigh followed with a few jokes before the podium was surrendered to our Sergeant of the day, Mark Robison.  Mark offered a series of questions on hurricanes and hurricane insurance, and we promptly responded with our usual array of wrong answers.  Once again, our scholarship program benefited from our ignorance.  Thanks for the informative program, Mark.
Program

Tom Heiny introduced our featured speaker of the week, Hubie Ashcraft.  Hubie explained the concept of reverse mortgages, which can be of particular interest to some senior citizens.  Through a reverse mortgage, homeowners can draw cash from the equity they have accumulated in their home.  For many seniors, these arrangements have allowed them to keep their homes while maintaining a steady flow of income for their living expenses.  Bob Moore thanked Hubie for his presentation to the Club, and presented him with the coveted AWRC pen.
Rollotto


Our winning ticket holder was Doug McKibben, who quickly recouped his earlier investment in his golf game.  Congratulations, Doug.
Next Week’s Assignments
Host:  Pickering

Invocation:  Pikel        
Songs:  Regedanz
Sergeant:  Ripple

Rollotto:  Rood

Cashier:  TBD
Program:  Andy Candoe - Visiting Nurse and Hospice Home
Neighboring Clubs for Makeup
Monday:  Angola at 6:15 pm, the 101 Club; Fort Wayne at noon, Holiday Inn; Ligonier at 7 am, Ameritrust Bank Bldg.

Tuesday:  Albion, at noon, Asbury Methodist; Auburn at noon, Smith Farm Retirement Center (white building behind the hospital in Auburn at the east end of the town);Churubusco at noon, Bosco Catholic Church; Columbia City at noon, Eagles Lodge; Garrett at noon, Railroad Inn; Huntington at noon, LaFontaine Center; Kendallville at 6:15 pm, Shook’s.

Thursday:  Berne at noon, Parkway Chalet; Butler at noon,  Eat’nHause; Decatur at noon, Riverside Center; N. Manchester at noon, Manchester College.

Friday:   Warsaw at noon, Shrine Bldg.

Mail make-up cards to Dick Noll, AWRC, 5855 South 1000 East, Hudson, In 46747
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Hubie Ashcraft - Photo Courtesy of Bob Moore
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