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May 17, 2006

Rudy “Get-R-Done” Mahara, Presiding

Invocation, Pledge & Songs
Larry Griffin offered the invocation before returning to his piano bench where, under the direction of Tom Frost, he accompanied us in the singing of “Sing a Song to Rotary” and “Tell Me Why.”  In addition to his musical duties, Tom led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Visiting Rotarians & Guests

We had no visiting Rotarians this week, but we did welcome several guests.  Bob Stetzel introduced the parents of AWRC Scholarship recipient, Delaina Johnson, as well Delaina’s high school Superintendent, Sam Barfeld, and her Principal, Tom Hopewell.  Tom Frost introduced his wife, Mary Ellen, in absentia, as our singing had apparently driven Mary Ellen to leave the room under the guise of answering a phone call.  We also welcomed President Rudy’s spouse, AWRC First Lady, Sue Mahara.

Announcements

1. The President’s Party/Anniversary Celebration has been scheduled for June 22nd at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art.  The festivities will begin at 6:00 p.m., with dinner served at 7:00 p.m.  The cost will be $65.00 per couple.  The bar will be stocked with soft drinks, beer, wine and well drinks at no charge (thanks to a generous member).  The last day to make your reservation and tender payment is June 7th.  Checks should be made payable to AWRC and given to Bob Moore or Floyd Lancia.  A sign-up sheet is available at the cashier’s table.

2. Floyd Lancia has circulated member profile sheets for our completion.  Please return your sheet to Floyd or, if you did not get one, see Floyd for your own personal copy.  

3. Floyd Lancia would like to identify and invite to the President’s Party/Anniversary Celebration any charter members of the AWRC.  Please contact Floyd if you can assist.

4. Steve Jackson is collecting historical AWRC photographs to include in a digital slideshow that will debut at the President’s Party/Anniversary Celebration on June 22nd.  Attendees at the event will receive a copy of the slideshow as a party favor.  If you have any photographs relating to the history of the Club which might be appropriate for the slideshow, please see Steve Jackson.

5. The annual AWRC golf outing is set for July 21st at Bridgewater Golf Club in Auburn.  Please see Jeff Walls for further details.

6. On July 24th, Steve Jackson will host the Boys & Girls Club Golf Outing at Sycamore Hills Country Club.  The Boys & Girls Club needs 8 to 10 more volunteers to staff the event, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  If you would like to assist, check with Dick Walls for additional details.

7. The new District Governor will join us for our meeting on July 26th.  In furtherance of the District Governor’s “Year for Literacy” campaign, all AWRC members are asked to bring two, wrapped, pre-school books to that meeting.  The books will be presented to the District Governor for distribution to children in need.

8. The AWRC’s Wizards Baseball Outing is scheduled for July 31st.  Contact Steve Jackson for further details.

9. The AWRC Family Picnic at Red Cedar Center has been scheduled for August 13th.

10. The annual Lobster Fest, hosted by the Dellingers, is planned for August 26th.  Mark your calendars now.

11. Bob Moore is updating our Club directory.  New members (and longstanding members dissatisfied with their current photos) should see Bob to have their picture taken.

2006 AWRC Scholarship Winner - Delaina Johnson

President Rudy presented a $1,000 check to Blackhawk Christian School Senior, Delaina Johnson, the second of our 2006 AWRC Scholarship winners.  Delaina was our Student Rotarian from Blackhawk for the month of January.

2005 AWRC Scholarship Winner - Alan Legg
One of our 2005 AWRC Scholarship winners, Alan Legg, a graduate of Leo High School and current student at Michigan State, returned to the Club to report on his freshman year and to collect the second installment of his scholarship.  Alan reports that he is majoring in physics and is already assisting with research projects in his chosen field.

Humor & The Sergeant

Our humor offerings are on the rise again.  Tom Heiny, Dick Juergens and Bob Carteaux stepped up with jokes this week, covering topics which ranged from ill-fated bell ringers at Notre Dame Cathedral to the behavioral means of determining gender among houseflies.  Not to be outdone, our impromptu Sergeant, Bob Assaley, closed his program with a joke that reminded us to consider all factors (including the fit of our undergarments) before resigning ourselves to surgery for the treatment our ailments.  Prior to his joke, Bob singled out Paul Bouza, Tammy Henline and Bob Carteaux for a mixed dose of praise and chastisement that only a former “Master Sergeant” could muster.  Thanks, Bob, for your entertaining presentation.  It was well worth the fine.  
Program
Daniel Reuning introduced our featured speaker of the week, Randy Brown, the General Manager of the Memorial Coliseum.  Randy informed us that in 2005, the Memorial Coliseum hosted more than 1,900 events and welcomed more than 1.2 million guests.  Its facilities at the corner of Parnell Avenue and Coliseum Boulevard host a wide variety of personal, business, entertainment and athletic events, including the home games for Fort Wayne’s hockey, baseball and indoor football teams.  Randy suggests that Coliseum may soon be the home court for a new NBA Developmental League team as well.  Randy’s presentation also included a description of significant construction efforts underway in the area of the Coliseum.  The tunnel under Coliseum Boulevard will be demolished and replaced with a new roadway to improve access to the Coliseum’s parking lots.  A new hotel will be built near the Red Cross to provide accommodations immediately adjacent to the Coliseum’s facilities, thereby increasing the Coliseum’s attractiveness as a venue for major events.  The new construction in the area will also include the addition of an “enabling park” on the north side of Coliseum Boulevard, which will afford recreational opportunities for both disabled and non-disabled residents and visitors.  Host Dennis Graham thanked Randy for his informative presentation, wishing him luck on the Coliseum’s many projects and presenting him with the traditional AWRC pen.

Rollotto

In a slight departure from tradition, Bob McMahon divided the $37 Rollotto pot into two payouts:  one for $17 and the other for $20.  John Homrig won the first payout, while Shaun Graham won the second.  In the end, the two payouts refused to be separated, and found their way to the scholarship fund.

Assignments For 5/31/06
Host:  Hostetler

Invocation:  Jackson
  
Songs:  Joachim

Sergeant:  Buskirk

Rollotto:  Johnson

Cashier:  Bays

Program:  Gil Hirschy - Agent, FBI

Assignments For 6/7/06
Host:  
Juergens

Invocation:  Kartholl

Songs:  Keplar

Sergeant:  Campbel

Rollotto:  Keys

Cashier:  TBA

Program:  Ed Smith

Neighboring Clubs for Makeup

Monday:  Angola at 6:15 p.m., Fire Mountain Restaurant; Fort Wayne at noon, Holiday Inn; Ligonier at 7 a.m., Ameritrust Bank Bldg.

Tuesday:  Albion, at noon, Asbury Methodist; Auburn at noon, Smith Farm Retirement Center (white building behind the hospital in Auburn at the east end of the town); Churubusco at noon, Bosco Catholic Church; Columbia City at noon, Eagles Lodge; Garrett at noon, Railroad Inn; Huntington at noon, LaFontaine Center; Kendallville at 6:15 p.m., Shook’s.

Thursday:  Berne at noon, Parkway Chalet; Butler at noon, Eat’n Hause; Decatur at noon, Riverside Center; N. Manchester at noon, Manchester College.

Friday:   Warsaw at noon, Shrine Building

Mail make-up cards to Dick Noll, AWRC, 5855 South 1000 East, Hudson, In 46747
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